LIFE OF DANIEL WEBSTEE.                      [Oil. XIV.

sixty-seven electoral votes above the number necessary to a
choice, was not one in which Mr. "Webster could take an active
part. 'His chief regret at'the state of things arose from the
fact that persons holding opposite opinions on the constitutional
powers of the Government, and on the leading measures of Mr.
Adams's Administration, had united to overthrow it.    An op-
position founded, not on the measures of Government, but on
other and chiefly personal causes, he regarded as dangerous and
alarming.   He foresaw in it that rage for office, and that dedi-
cation of the offices of the country as a fund for the reward of
personal partisanship, which speedily followed, and which have
entered more or less into every succeeding renewal of the con-
test for the executive power, bringing us nearer and nearer to
that catastrophe in which he feared that this experiment of
confederated government would sooner or later end.    " It is
my opinion, Mr. President," he said, at the dinner in Faneuil
Hall, " that the present Government of the United States can-
not he maintained but by administering it on principles as wide
and broad as the country over which it extends.    I mean, of
course, no extension of the powers which it confers; but I speak
of the spirit with which those powers should be exercised.    If
there be any doubts whether so many republics, covering BO
vast a territory, can be long held together under this Constitu-
tion, there is no doubt, in my judgment, of the impossibility of
so holding them together by any narrow, local, or selfish system,
of legislation.   To render the Constitution perpetual (which
God grant it may be), it is necessary that its benefits should be
practically felt by all parts of the country.    The East and the
"West, the Forth and the South, must all see their welfare pro-
tected and advanced by it.    "While the Eastern frontier is de-
fended by fortifications, its harbors improved, and commerce
protected by a naval force, it is right and just that the region
beyond the AJleghanies should receive fair consideration and
equal attention, in any object of public improvement, interest-
ing to itself, and within the proper power of the Government.
These, sir, are in brief the general views by which I have been
governed on questions of this kind; and I trust they are such
as this meeting does not disapprove."

Nevertheless, Mr. Webster was an object of virulent attack